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COMMENTARY

Equities around the world experienced a surge of good and bad
volatility during the fourth quarter
of 2014. A significant portion of the
instability came from a collapse
in oil prices, which plummeted a stunning 41%
during Q4, according to the US Energy Information Administration. In the U.S., stocks corrected 9.9% in October (S&P 500) then soared
to several fresh all-time highs during November.

AT A GLANCE
In December, stocks seesawed with 3%
swings up and down. Overall, it was one
of the more volatile quarters we’ve seen
during this unprecedented bull-market run.
Utilities, biotech, healthcare and real estate
were dominant U.S. sectors during the final
three months of the year.
Overseas, most developed equity markets
were weak and emerging markets were
even worse, due to falling commodity prices
and fragile currencies against the U.S. dollar. China, Japan (hedged) and Turkey were
exceptions. In fixed income markets, longdated U.S. Treasury prices surged when investors flocked to their relatively high yields
and safe-haven benefits.
Niemann Global Opportunity (GO)) had a
solid quarter with a 3.48% net return vs.
0.68% for its MSCI ACWI/AGG blended
benchmark. At quarter’s end, GO’s allocation weights were 65% U.S. equities, 20%
international equities, 10% cash and 5%
fixed income. Niemann Risk Managed and
Dynamic produced 4.27% and 4.24% net
returns, respectively, vs. 4.93% for the S&P
500 TR benchmark. Niemann Risk Managed
Sector gained 3.43% net vs. 0.06% for the
MSCI ACWI benchmark.
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LOOKING
AHEAD

As we enter 2015, the U.S. economy is expected to
accelerate this year while most of the world slows
or contracts. As a result, the U.S. could reclaim its
former status as the world’s main engine of economic growth.
In America, the dollar is strong, the job market is
improving, consumer confidence is high and inflation doesn’t appear to be a problem. As such, our
country is currently the most attractive developed
economy in the world. Mind you, wage growth is
a problem here, but the tremendous drop in gas
prices at the pump is offsetting a lot of the anemic
income growth.
Near-term there are concerns that S&P 500 earnings could be soft for Q4, but a significant percentage of the weakness is expected to come from
the energy and financial sectors, due to falling oil
prices and interest rates, respectively. Both trends
are expected to be transitory for the macro economy. As input costs come down with oil prices and
loans become less burdensome with lower interest
rates, many sectors of the economy could get a
boost in earnings. However, it will take some time
for the market to adjust to the sudden drop in oil
prices and interest rates.
We also expect some crosscurrents in the jobs
market that will take time to vet. The energy sector will undoubtedly see layoffs in the near future,
but that could be an indication that job growth will
accelerate in other sectors benefitting from lower
energy costs. Notwithstanding the coming stimulus,
it will take some time for the market to sort itself
and that could cause a spike in market volatility in
Q1. Nonetheless, we believe the opportunities in
the U.S. outweigh the risk. That’s why our Global
Opportunity strategy, which can invest anywhere
in the world without constraints, is 65% invested in
U.S. equities. We like ETFs with the highest Risk-

Balanced Opportunity™ scores in utilities, biotech,
pharma, healthcare, real estate and long-dated
U.S. Treasuries.
One area of the domestic market to keep an eye
on is the Russell 2000 small cap index. In the past
year, the R2K has butted heads with resistance
3 times near the 1,200 level and retreated. If the
index can find a way to get past that neighborhood
it would be very bullish for U.S. stocks. Another indicator to watch is margin lending. Margin balances
have been moving sideways lately. If they begin to
grow again, stocks should resume climbing.
Overseas we like the highest scoring Risk-Balanced Opportunity™ country ETFs in China, India,
Turkey and Japan and the highest scoring globalsector ETFs. Overall, the opportunities overseas
are limited, but that could improve if ECB President
Mario Draghi shores-up confidence in the eurozone, China avoids a hard landing and Russia
dodges a default.
As always, we monitor market risks daily and recalculate the best opportunities weekly. Our systematic approach aims your assets toward the most
attractive opportunities without risking excessive
losses. Give us a call to schedule a portfolio review or to get more familiar with our ETF Managed
Portfolios.
Happy New Year!
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To learn more about Niemann's strategies, contact our sales team at
877.643.6222 or sales@ncm.net. Visit us at www.ncm.net or blog.ncm.net
Benchmark Definitions
MSCI ACWI\Barclays U.S. Bond Aggregate Index - This blended benchmark consists of 2/3 MSCI All Cap World Index (ACWI) and 1/3 Barclays U.S. Aggregate Bond
Index.
MSCI All Cap World Index (ACWI) - is a free float-adjusted market capitalization
weighted index that is designed to measure the equity market performance of developed and emerging markets. The MSCI ACWI consists of 44 country indices comprising 23 developed and 21 emerging market country indices. (for a complete country
listing go to www.MSCI.com)
Barclays U.S. Aggregate Bond Index (AGG) - covers the investment-grade, U.S.
dollar-denominated, fixed-rate taxable bond market, including Treasuries, government-related and corporate securities, MBS (agency fixed-rate and hybrid ARM passthroughs), ABS, and CMBS. The Barclays U.S. Aggregate Bond Index and its subindices are the most widely used U.S. fixed income benchmark family.
The MSCI ACWI ex USA Index - is a free float-adjusted market capitalizationweighted index designed to measure the combined equity market performance of
developed and emerging markets countries, excluding the United States.
S&P 500 TR Index - Assumes reinvested dividends: The S&P 500 Total Return Index
is a cap weighted, unmanaged group of 500 stocks as selected by the Standard &
Poor’s Publishing Company. They are usually the 500 largest companies in terms
of market capitalization and are chosen to represent the entire market’s value. The
S&P 500 Total Return Index is used by many institutional investors as a performance
benchmark representing the “stock market” return.
Composite - Assumes reinvested dividends: The combined asset-weighted performance of all accounts within a given Niemann strategy. Each strategy has its own
composite and does not contain any accounts from another strategy. Composite performance numbers are net of all fees and reported in arrears. As of Feb 1, 2014, both
the Dynamic Custom Benchmark and Wilshire 5000 Index were removed leaving the
S&P 500 TR Index as the sole benchmark for Niemann’s Dynamic Composite. NCM believes the S&P TR Index is the best and most accurate benchmark for this composite.
As of Feb 1, 2014, the Dynamic International Custom benchmark, MSCI EM Index &
MSCI EAFE Index benchmarks were replaced by the MSCI ACWI ex USA Index as the
sole benchmark for Niemann’s Dynamic International Composite. NCM believes the
MSCI ACWI ex USA Index is the best and most accurate benchmark for this composite.
As of Feb 1, 2014, the Dynamic Sector Custom benchmark, Wilshire 5000 Index and
S&P 500 TR Index benchmarks were replaced by the MSCI ACWI Index as the sole
benchmark for Niemann’s Dynamic Sector Composite. NCM believes the MSCI ACWI
Index is the best and most accurate benchmark for this composite. As of Jan 1, 2013,
the Global Opportunity Custom Benchmark was replaced by the MSCI ACWI/Barclay’s
U.S. Bond Aggregate Index as the benchmark for the Global Opportunity Composite.
NCM believes that the replacement is a more accurate benchmark for this composite.
As of February 1, 2014, NCM’s Global Opportunity Strategy cannot be net short. Due
to this change to the Global Opportunity Strategy, performance before the change
is not comparable to performance after the change. As of Feb 1, 2014, both the Risk
Managed Custom Benchmark and Blended 60/40 Lipper Balanced Fund Index were
removed leaving the S&P 500 TR Index as the sole benchmark for Niemann’s Risk
Managed Composite. NCM believes the S&P TR Index is the best and most accurate
benchmark for this composite. As of Feb 1, 2014, the Risk Managed International
Custom, MSCI EM & MSCI EAFE benchmarks were replaced by the MSCI ACWI ex USA
Index as the sole benchmark for Niemann’s Risk Managed International Composite.
NCM believes the MSCI ACWI ex USA Index is the best and most accurate benchmark
for this composite. As of Feb 1, 2014, the Risk Managed Sector Custom benchmark,
Blended 60/40 Lipper Balanced Fund Index and S&P 500 TR Index benchmarks were
replaced by the MSCI ACWI Index as the sole benchmark for Niemann’s Risk Managed
Sector Composite. NCM believes the MSCI ACWI Index is the best and most accurate
benchmark for this composite. As of Feb 1, 2014, the Tactical Global Bond’s Blended
Bond benchmark and Lipper Global Income benchmark were removed leaving the
Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index as the sole benchmark for Niemann’s Tactical
Global Bond Composite. NCM believes the Barclays US Aggregate Bond Index is the
best and most accurate benchmark for this composite. NCM believes that the comparison of the composite’s performance to a particular market index is inappropriate.
The portfolios generating the composite’s performance are not nearly as diversified
as the indices shown. Because of the differences between the composite’s strategy
and the composition of those indices, NCM believes that these indices are not comparable to the composite’s investment strategy and it is not aware of any other index
that is directly comparable.

Disclosure
Past performance does not guarantee future results. It should not be assumed
that investors will experience returns, if any, comparable to those shown here. Any
stock market transaction can result in either profit or loss. Additionally, the performance of Niemann’s profiles should also be viewed in the context of the broad market
and general economic conditions prevailing during the periods covered by the performance information. Market and economic conditions could change in the future,

producing materially different returns. Investment strategies may be subject to various
types of risk of loss including, but not limited to, market risk, credit risk, interest rate
risk and inflation risk. In addition, strategies with international capabilities are subject to risks including, but not limited to, currency fluctuations, economic instability
and political instability. The foregoing data were prepared by NCM and have not been
compiled, reviewed or audited by an independent accountant. NCM believes that the
results were generated with an investment philosophy and methodology that it expects to continue to use, but future investments will be made under different economic
conditions and in different securities. In particular, until April 1, 2010, the performance
shown does not include investment in exchange-traded funds. Performance after that
date may include investment in exchange-traded funds and, as a result, may differ
materially from, and is not comparable to, its performance before that date. The results
do not reflect performance in all economic cycles. Please visit us online at www.ncm.
net or call 1-800-622-1626 for current performance information or for a complete list
and description of Niemann’s composites.
Performance results are presented net of transaction costs and Niemann’s actual management fees. These fees reflect the reinvestment of dividends, interest and
other earnings and the deduction of brokerage fees and other costs and Niemann’s
actual management fees. Niemann’s annual management fees may vary from 1%
to 2.3%. Additionally, mutual funds (including exchange traded funds) and variable
annuities (Funds) charge various fees, all of which are disclosed in the Funds’ prospectuses annually, along with any potential trading restrictions. Such fees are borne by
shareholders and are reflected in the net asset values of the Funds. Some Funds also
charge short-term redemption fees and excess transaction fees (Special Fees), that
are billed to shareholders at the time of the event causing the fee. Clients pay these
fees in addition to Niemann’s advisory fees. In selecting Funds in which to invest client assets, Niemann considers the nature and size of the fees charged by the Funds.
Niemann selects a Fund only if Niemann believes the Fund’s performance, after all fees,
will meet Niemann’s performance objectives. Consequently, Niemann may select Funds
that have higher or lower fees than other similar Funds, and that charge Special Fees.
When deciding whether to liquidate a Fund position, Niemann will take into consideration any Special Fees that the Fund may charge. Niemann may decide to sell a Fund
position even though it will result in the client being required to pay Special Fees. In addition, overall performance may be affected by fees charged by the account custodian.
Performance results and comparative benchmarks assume reinvestment of
dividends & income when noted. All Niemann profiles & reports have been prepared solely for informational purposes, and are not an offer to buy or sell, or a solicitation of an offer to buy or sell, any security or instrument or to participate in any
particular trading strategy or an offer of investment advisory services. Investment
advisory and management services are offered only pursuant to a written Investment
Advisory Agreement, which investors are urged to read and consider carefully in determining whether such agreement is suitable for their individual needs and circumstances. Performance shown for each Niemann strategy includes all actual, fee-paying,
fully discretionary accounts managed by Niemann using that strategy. Each composite
does not accurately present the performance of any specific account, which depends
on investment timing and weighting, among other factors, that vary from account to
account. Individual account performance may differ from the composite. Each account
included in the composite is added after it has been under active management for at
least one full month. A closed account is included through the last full calendar month
that it was actively managed.
Niemann and its affiliates and its employees may have positions in and may affect
transactions in securities and instruments mentioned in these profiles and reports.
Some of the investments discussed or recommended may be unsuitable for certain
investors depending on their specific investment objectives and financial position. The
benchmarks to which Niemann compares its performance do not represent actual trading.
Niemann is an SEC-registered investment advisor that provides tactical third-party
management for discretionary individually managed accounts and provides non-discretionary investment advice to other investment advisers. Niemann offers management in a variety of brokerage strategies and variable annuity and variable universal
life insurance products that are already held in clients’ accounts when they become
clients. Niemann does not market or sell any annuity or insurance products. Niemann
is not affiliated with any broker/dealer, and works with multiple broker/dealer channels and their associated financial professionals to distribute its products and services.
Please check with your financial advisor for more details about Niemann and Niemann’s product offerings. To request a copy of Niemann’s current Form ADV Part 2,
and/or Niemann’s Annual Full Disclosure Presentation, please contact Richard West @
800.622.1626 or email compliance@ncm.net. Please contact your financial advisor to
request a copy of his/her current Form ADV Part 2 and a copy of his/her broker/dealer’s
current applicable disclosure statement. From time to time, Niemann or its affiliates
may make available to associated persons of investment advisors or broker/dealers
(each, an “Associate”) certain communication materials, such as these materials, to be
used with an Associate’s clients that the Associate may refer to Niemann. No such materials may be modified in any manner without Niemann’s prior written consent. If such
consent is granted, with respect to such modified materials, the Associate is solely responsible for complying with any filing or approval requirements of FINRA or any other
regulatory authority or self-regulatory authority to which the Associate may be subject.
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